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Taking the Universe’s Baby Picture



n Cosmology after WMAP: Standard Model	



n Last Two Years:	



n Improving Sensitivity and Resolution	



n ACT,  SPT, and Planck	



n Looking to the Future: Advanced ACTPOL
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What Have We Learned?
n Simple model fits a wide 

range of data  (only 5 
numbers)	



n Age of universe:13.7 Gyr	


n Composition:	



n Atoms: 4%	


n Matter: 23%	


n Dark Energy: 73%	



n Scale Invariant Fluctuations 
seed growth of galaxies	



n First Stars formed ~200 Myr 
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From Baby Pictures to Today’s Universe



Growth of Structure

National Center for Supercomputer Applications by Andrey Kravtsov 



THlozek et al. 2011

SUCCESS OF STANDARD MODEL OF COSMOLOGY



Conclusion: A Simple Model 

Ø General Relativity + Uniform Universe      Big Bang	


l Density of universe determines its fate + shape	



Ø Universe is flat (total density = critical density)	



l Atoms 4%	



l Dark Matter 23%	



l Dark Energy (cosmological constant?) 72%	



Ø Universe has tiny ripples	





The pieces seem to fit….
n Supernova distance	



n NOBEL PRIZE 2011!	



n Hubble Constant	



n Age of Universe	



n Cluster Properties	



n Cosmic Abundances	



n Gravitational Lensing	



n Absorption Line 
Statistics





Models make 
predictions....

What will we see on small 
angular scales?



Atacama Cosmology Telescope







Planck



 Consistent Picture of the CMB







Planck vs. ACT



 LCDM Model Fits CMB

http://doodle.com/b2vdr3tzxnr7x8ua

http://doodle.com/b2vdr3tzxnr7x8ua


(Mostly) Consistent 
Parameters

WMAP9+ACT PLANCK+WP

Spectral Index n 0.973 ± 0.011 0.9603±0.0073

Matter Density 10 1.146±0.044 1.199±0.027

Baryon Density 100 2.260±0.040 2.205±0.028

Hubble 
Constant

H 69.7±2.0 67.3±1.2

Shift relative to WMAP+SPT parameters larger



Parameter Concerns

• High matter density 
seems 2-3 σ higher 
than cluster and 
lensing estimates	



• Low Hubble Constant 
deviates from most 
recent measurements	



• High amplitude of 
density fluctuations

New physics or systematics in multiple data 
sets or systematics in Planck?

Planck Collaboration: Cosmology from SZ clusters counts

Table 3. Constraints from clusters on �8(⌦m/0.27)0.3.

Experiment CPPPa MaxBCGb ACTc SPT Planck SZ

Reference Vikhlinin et al. Rozo et al. Hasselfield et al. Reichardt et al. This work
Number of clusters 49+37 70810 15 100 189
Redshift range [0.025,0.25] and [0.35,0.9] [0.1,0.3] [0.2,1.5] [0.3,1.35] [0.0,0.99]
Median mass (1014h�1Msol) 2.5 1.5 3.2 3.3 6.0
Probe N(z,M) N(M) N(z,M) N(z,YX) N(z)
S/N cut 5 (N200 > 11) 5 5 7
Scaling YX–TX , Mgas N200–M200 several LX–M, YX YSZ–YX
�8(⌦m/0.27)0.3 0.784 ± 0.027 0.806 ± 0.033 0.768 ± 0.025 0.767 ± 0.037 0.782 ± 0.010

a The degeneracy is �8(⌦m/0.27)0.47.
b The degeneracy is �8(⌦m/0.27)0.41.
c For ACT we choose the results assuming the universal pressure profile derived scaling law in this table (constraints with other scalings relations

are shown in Fig. 10).

the solid symbol and error bar. For SPT we show the “cluster-
only” constraints from Reichardt et al. (2012a). The two error
bars of the Planck SZ cluster red point indicate the statistical
and systematic (1 � b free in the range [0.7, 1.0]) error bars.
The figure thus shows good agreement amongst all cluster ob-
servations, whether in optical, X-rays, or SZ. Table 3 compares
the different data and assumptions of the different cluster-related
publications.

6.2. Consistency with the Planck y-map

In a companion paper (Planck Collaboration XXI 2013), we per-
formed an analysis of the SZ angular power spectrum derived
from the Planck y-map obtained with a dedicated component-
separation technique. For the first time, the power spectrum has
been measured at intermediate scales (50  `  1000). The
same modelling as in Sect. 2 and Taburet et al. (2009, 2010)
has been used to derive best-fit values of ⌦m and �8, assum-
ing the universal pressure profile (Arnaud et al. 2010b), a bias
1�b = 0.8, and the best-fit values for other cosmological param-
eters from Planck Collaboration XVI (2013). The best model ob-
tained, shown in Fig. 7 as a dashed line, confirms the consistency
between the Planck SZ number counts and the signal observed
in the y-map.

6.3. Comparison with Planck primary CMB constraints

We now compare the Planck SZ cluster constraints to those from
the analysis of the primary CMB temperature anisotropies given
in Planck Collaboration XVI (2013). In that analysis �8 is de-
rived from the standard six ⇤CDM parameters.

The primary CMB constraints, in the (⌦m,�8) plane, dif-
fer significantly from our constraints, in favouring higher val-
ues of each parameter, as seen in Fig. 11. This leads to a larger
number of predicted clusters than actually observed (see Fig. 7).
There is therefore some tension between the results from this
analysis and our own. Figure 10 illustrates this with a compar-
ison of three CMB analyses5 (Planck Collaboration XVI 2013;
Story et al. 2012; Hinshaw et al. 2012) with cluster constraints
in terms of �8(⌦m/0.27)0.3.

5 For Planck CMB we derived the constraints from the chain corre-
sponding to column 1 of Table 2 of Planck Collaboration XVI (2013).
Note that the SPT results may be biased low by systematics, as dis-
cussed in the appendix of Planck Collaboration XVI (2013).

Fig. 11. 2D ⌦m–�8 likelihood contours for the analysis with
Planck CMB only (red); Planck SZ + BAO + BBN (blue); and
the combined Planck CMB + SZ analysis where the bias (1 � b)
is a free parameter (black).

It is possible that the tension results from a combination of
some residual systematics with a substantial statistical fluctu-
ation. Enough tests and comparisons have been made on the
Planck data sets that it is plausible that at least one discrepancy
at the two or three sigma level will arise by chance. Nevertheless,
it is worth considering the implications of the discrepancy being
real.

As we have discussed, the modelling of the cluster gas
physics is the most important uncertainty in our analysis, in
particular the mass bias (1 � b) between the hydrostatic and
true masses. While we have argued that the preferred value is
(1 � b) ' 0.8, with a plausible range from 0.7 to 1, a signifi-
cantly lower value would substantially alleviate the tension be-
tween CMB and SZ constraints. Performing a joint analysis us-
ing the CMB likelihood presented in Planck Collaboration XV
(2013) and the cluster likelihood of this paper, we find (1 � b) =
0.55± 0.06 and the black contours shown in Fig. 11 (in that case
(1 � b) was sampled in the range [0.1,1.5]). Such a large bias
is difficult to reconcile with numerical simulations, and cluster
masses estimated from X-rays and from weak lensing do not typ-
ically show such large offsets. Some systematic discrepancies
in the relevant scaling relations were, however, identified and
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Planck Collaboration: Cosmological parameters

Table 8. Approximate constraints with 68% errors on ⌦m and
H0 (in units of km s�1 Mpc�1) from BAO, with !m and !b fixed
to the best-fit Planck+WP+highL values for the base ⇤CDM
cosmology.

Sample ⌦m H0

6dF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.305+0.032
�0.026 68.3+3.2

�3.2
SDSS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.295+0.019

�0.017 69.5+2.2
�2.1

SDSS(R) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.293+0.015
�0.013 69.6+1.7

�1.5
WiggleZ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.309+0.041

�0.035 67.8+4.1
�2.8

BOSS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.315+0.015
�0.015 67.2+1.6

�1.5
6dF+SDSS+BOSS+WiggleZ . . . . . . 0.307+0.010

�0.011 68.1+1.1
�1.1

6dF+SDSS(R)+BOSS . . . . . . . . . . . 0.305+0.009
�0.010 68.4+1.0

�1.0
6dF+SDSS(R)+BOSS+WiggleZ . . . . 0.305+0.009

�0.008 68.4+1.0
�1.0

surements constrain parameters in the base ⇤CDM model, we
form �2,

�2
BAO = (x � x

⇤CDM)T C�1
BAO(x � x

⇤CDM), (50)

where x is the data vector, x

⇤CDM denotes the theoretical pre-
diction for the ⇤CDM model and C�1

BAO is the inverse covari-
ance matrix for the data vector x. The data vector is as fol-
lows: DV(0.106) = (457 ± 27) Mpc (6dF); rs/DV(0.20) =
0.1905 ± 0.0061, rs/DV(0.35) = 0.1097 ± 0.0036 (SDSS);
A(0.44) = 0.474 ± 0.034, A(0.60) = 0.442 ± 0.020, A(0.73) =
0.424±0.021 (WiggleZ); DV(0.35)/rs = 8.88±0.17 (SDSS(R));
and DV(0.57)/rs = 13.67±0.22, (BOSS). The o↵-diagonal com-
ponents of C�1

BAO for the SDSS and WiggleZ results are given
in Percival et al. (2010) and Blake et al. (2011). We ignore any
covariances between surveys. Since the SDSS and SDSS(R) re-
sults are based on the same survey, we include either one set of
results or the other in the analysis described below, but not both
together.

The Eisenstein-Hu values of rs for the Planck and WMAP-9
base ⇤CDM parameters di↵er by only 0.9%, significantly
smaller than the errors in the BAO measurements. We can obtain
an approximate idea of the complementary information provided
by BAO measurements by minimizing Eq. (50) with respect to
either ⌦m or H0, fixing !m and !b to the CMB best-fit parame-
ters. (We use the Planck+WP+highL parameters from Table 5.)
The results are listed in Table 819.

As can be seen, the results are very stable from survey to
survey and are in excellent agreement with the base ⇤CDM
parameters listed in Tables 2 and 5. The values of �2

BAO are
also reasonable. For example, for the six data points of the
6dF+SDSS(R)+BOSS+WiggleZ combination, we find �2

BAO =
4.3, evaluated for the Planck+WP+highL best-fit⇤CDM param-
eters.

The high value of ⌦m is consistent with the parameter anal-
ysis described by Blake et al. (2011) and with the “tension” dis-
cussed by Anderson et al. (2013) between BAO distance mea-
surements and direct determinations of H0 (Riess et al. 2011;
Freedman et al. 2012). Furthermore, if the errors on the BAO
measurements are accurate, the constraints on ⌦m and H0 (for
fixed !m and !b) are of comparable accuracy to those from
Planck.

19As an indication of the accuracy of Table 8, the full likelihood
results for the Planck+WP+6dF+SDSS(R)+BOSS BAO data sets give
⌦m = 0.308 ± 0.010 and H0 = 67.8 ± 0.8 km s�1 Mpc�1, for the base
⇤CDM model.

Fig. 16. Comparison of H0 measurements, with estimates of
±1� errors, from a number of techniques (see text for details).
These are compared with the spatially-flat ⇤CDM model con-
straints from Planck and WMAP-9.

The results of this section show that BAO measurements are
an extremely valuable complementary data set to Planck. The
measurements are basically geometrical and free from complex
systematic e↵ects that plague many other types of astrophysical
measurements. The results are consistent from survey to survey
and are of comparable precision to Planck. In addition, BAO
measurements can be used to break parameter degeneracies that
limit analyses based purely on CMB data. For example, from
the excellent agreement with the base ⇤CDM model evident in
Fig. 15, we can infer that the combination of Planck and BAO
measurements will lead to tight constraints favouring ⌦K = 0
(Sect. 6.2) and a dark energy equation-of-state parameter, w =
�1 (Sect. 6.5).

Finally, we note that we choose to use the
6dF+SDSS(R)+BOSS data combination in the likelihood
analysis of Sect. 6. This choice includes the two most accu-
rate BAO measurements and, since the e↵ective redshifts of
these samples are widely separated, it should be a very good
approximation to neglect correlations between the surveys.

5.3. The Hubble constant

A striking result from the fits of the base⇤CDM model to Planck
power spectra is the low value of the Hubble constant, which is
tightly constrained by CMB data alone in this model. From the
Planck+WP+highL analysis we find

H0 = (67.3±1.2) km s�1 Mpc�1 (68%; Planck+WP+highL).(51)

A low value of H0 has been found in other CMB experi-
ments, most notably from the recent WMAP-9 analysis. Fitting
the base ⇤CDM model, Hinshaw et al. (2012) find

H0 = (70.0 ± 2.2) km s�1 Mpc�1 (68%; WMAP-9), (52)

consistent with Eq. (51) to within 1�. We emphasize here that
the CMB estimates are highly model dependent. It is important
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Planck collaboration: CMB power spectra & likelihood

Figure 13. Foreground model over the full range of HFI cosmological frequency combinations. The upper panel in each plot shows
the residual between the measured power spectrum and the ‘best-fit’ primary CMB power spectrum, i.e., the unresolved foreground
residual for each frequency combination. The lower panels show the residuals after removing the best-fit foreground model. The
lines in the upper panels show the various foreground components. Major foreground components are shown by the solid lines,
colour coded as follows: total foreground spectrum (red); Poisson point sources (orange); CIB (blue); thermal SZ (green). Minor
foreground components are shown by the dotted lines: kinetic SZ (green); tSZ X CIB cross correlation (purple). The 100 ⇥ 143 and
100 ⇥ 217 GHz spectra are not used in the CamSpec likelihood. Here we have assumed rPS

100⇥143 = 1 and rPS
100⇥217 = 1.

15

Maybe some of the 
problem is in the Planck 

analysis....



Planck Reconsidered

• Work with Renee Hlozek and 
Raphael Flauger	



• Use publically available Planck 
data and likelihood codes	



• cross-season spectra	



• use 353 and 545 GHz for 
cleaning



Sensitivity to 217x217

P -217x217 WMAP9+ACT PLANCK+WP

Spectral Index 0.9743±0.0087 0.973 ± 0.011 0.9603±0.0073

Matter Density 1.149±0.028 1.146±0.044 1.199±0.027

Baryon Density 2.231±0.033 2.260±0.040 2.205±0.028

Hubble 
Constant

69.5±1.4 69.7±2.0 67.3±1.2



Allows Large Sky



Planck Collaboration: Cosmological parameters

Table 8. Approximate constraints with 68% errors on ⌦m and
H0 (in units of km s�1 Mpc�1) from BAO, with !m and !b fixed
to the best-fit Planck+WP+highL values for the base ⇤CDM
cosmology.

Sample ⌦m H0

6dF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.305+0.032
�0.026 68.3+3.2

�3.2
SDSS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.295+0.019

�0.017 69.5+2.2
�2.1

SDSS(R) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.293+0.015
�0.013 69.6+1.7

�1.5
WiggleZ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.309+0.041

�0.035 67.8+4.1
�2.8

BOSS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.315+0.015
�0.015 67.2+1.6

�1.5
6dF+SDSS+BOSS+WiggleZ . . . . . . 0.307+0.010

�0.011 68.1+1.1
�1.1

6dF+SDSS(R)+BOSS . . . . . . . . . . . 0.305+0.009
�0.010 68.4+1.0

�1.0
6dF+SDSS(R)+BOSS+WiggleZ . . . . 0.305+0.009

�0.008 68.4+1.0
�1.0

surements constrain parameters in the base ⇤CDM model, we
form �2,

�2
BAO = (x � x

⇤CDM)T C�1
BAO(x � x

⇤CDM), (50)

where x is the data vector, x

⇤CDM denotes the theoretical pre-
diction for the ⇤CDM model and C�1

BAO is the inverse covari-
ance matrix for the data vector x. The data vector is as fol-
lows: DV(0.106) = (457 ± 27) Mpc (6dF); rs/DV(0.20) =
0.1905 ± 0.0061, rs/DV(0.35) = 0.1097 ± 0.0036 (SDSS);
A(0.44) = 0.474 ± 0.034, A(0.60) = 0.442 ± 0.020, A(0.73) =
0.424±0.021 (WiggleZ); DV(0.35)/rs = 8.88±0.17 (SDSS(R));
and DV(0.57)/rs = 13.67±0.22, (BOSS). The o↵-diagonal com-
ponents of C�1

BAO for the SDSS and WiggleZ results are given
in Percival et al. (2010) and Blake et al. (2011). We ignore any
covariances between surveys. Since the SDSS and SDSS(R) re-
sults are based on the same survey, we include either one set of
results or the other in the analysis described below, but not both
together.

The Eisenstein-Hu values of rs for the Planck and WMAP-9
base ⇤CDM parameters di↵er by only 0.9%, significantly
smaller than the errors in the BAO measurements. We can obtain
an approximate idea of the complementary information provided
by BAO measurements by minimizing Eq. (50) with respect to
either ⌦m or H0, fixing !m and !b to the CMB best-fit parame-
ters. (We use the Planck+WP+highL parameters from Table 5.)
The results are listed in Table 819.

As can be seen, the results are very stable from survey to
survey and are in excellent agreement with the base ⇤CDM
parameters listed in Tables 2 and 5. The values of �2

BAO are
also reasonable. For example, for the six data points of the
6dF+SDSS(R)+BOSS+WiggleZ combination, we find �2

BAO =
4.3, evaluated for the Planck+WP+highL best-fit⇤CDM param-
eters.

The high value of ⌦m is consistent with the parameter anal-
ysis described by Blake et al. (2011) and with the “tension” dis-
cussed by Anderson et al. (2013) between BAO distance mea-
surements and direct determinations of H0 (Riess et al. 2011;
Freedman et al. 2012). Furthermore, if the errors on the BAO
measurements are accurate, the constraints on ⌦m and H0 (for
fixed !m and !b) are of comparable accuracy to those from
Planck.

19As an indication of the accuracy of Table 8, the full likelihood
results for the Planck+WP+6dF+SDSS(R)+BOSS BAO data sets give
⌦m = 0.308 ± 0.010 and H0 = 67.8 ± 0.8 km s�1 Mpc�1, for the base
⇤CDM model.

Fig. 16. Comparison of H0 measurements, with estimates of
±1� errors, from a number of techniques (see text for details).
These are compared with the spatially-flat ⇤CDM model con-
straints from Planck and WMAP-9.

The results of this section show that BAO measurements are
an extremely valuable complementary data set to Planck. The
measurements are basically geometrical and free from complex
systematic e↵ects that plague many other types of astrophysical
measurements. The results are consistent from survey to survey
and are of comparable precision to Planck. In addition, BAO
measurements can be used to break parameter degeneracies that
limit analyses based purely on CMB data. For example, from
the excellent agreement with the base ⇤CDM model evident in
Fig. 15, we can infer that the combination of Planck and BAO
measurements will lead to tight constraints favouring ⌦K = 0
(Sect. 6.2) and a dark energy equation-of-state parameter, w =
�1 (Sect. 6.5).

Finally, we note that we choose to use the
6dF+SDSS(R)+BOSS data combination in the likelihood
analysis of Sect. 6. This choice includes the two most accu-
rate BAO measurements and, since the e↵ective redshifts of
these samples are widely separated, it should be a very good
approximation to neglect correlations between the surveys.

5.3. The Hubble constant

A striking result from the fits of the base⇤CDM model to Planck
power spectra is the low value of the Hubble constant, which is
tightly constrained by CMB data alone in this model. From the
Planck+WP+highL analysis we find

H0 = (67.3±1.2) km s�1 Mpc�1 (68%; Planck+WP+highL).(51)

A low value of H0 has been found in other CMB experi-
ments, most notably from the recent WMAP-9 analysis. Fitting
the base ⇤CDM model, Hinshaw et al. (2012) find

H0 = (70.0 ± 2.2) km s�1 Mpc�1 (68%; WMAP-9), (52)

consistent with Eq. (51) to within 1�. We emphasize here that
the CMB estimates are highly model dependent. It is important
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Anisotropies to Polarization
Polarisation  pattern decomposed into: 
 

!
!
curl-free E-modes and  
!
!
!
!
divergence-free B modes

Linear 
polarisation

Thomson 
scattering

Quadrapole 
anisotropy

Image credit: Wayne Hu



ACTPol

Grace et al. 2014

Four deep fields D1,D2, D5, D6 
Concentrate on night time obs (for first paper) 
11 – 16 µK-arcmin sensitivity (T)





Naess et al. 2014



Naess et al. 2014



The future with Advanced ACTPol 
(AdvACT) Observations

5 times Planck sensitivity 
5 times Planck resolution





NOTES: 

(1)“raw” projections based on 20,000 square 
degrees, 5 µK-arcmin 

(2)“cleaned”, based on 12 µK-arcmin which is 
Jo’s estimate for the residual after removing 
foregrounds 3x larger than in the PSM 

(3) the solid boxes are simulated on r = 0.2  

(4) the semi-transparent boxes have r = 0.0 

(5)we still get over 1 sigma on r = 0.01 for the 
3x plank cleaning 

(6) the high ell cleaned error bars are probably 
pessimistic at high ell— a more thorough 
analysis should reduce these since the 
foregrounds don’t dominate at high ell 
range.



AdvACT: Cosmological Forecasts



Constraining structure formation



Kinematic  
Sunyaev-Zel’dovich

Carlstrom et al. 2009

Both thermal 
and kinematic 
SZ effect – 
kinematic much 
smaller



Exploiting Cross correlations



State of Cosmology

• Successful model (but possible deviations?)	



• Big open questions	



• Why is the universe accelerating today?	



• Why did the universe accelerate in the 
past?	



• What is the dark matter?



Next CMB Observational 
Steps

!
!

• 5 season Planck data  (End of month!)	


• South Pole Telescope Polarization Data	


• ACT Polarization Data	


•Polar Bear Polarization Data	


• BICEP3 and Keck Array	


• SPIDER balloon flight (In Flight!)	





Conclusion: A Simple Model 

Ø General Relativity + Uniform Universe      Big Bang	


l Density of universe determines its fate + shape	



Ø Universe is flat (total density = critical density)	



l Atoms 4%	



l Dark Matter 23%	



l Dark Energy (cosmological constant?) 72%	



Ø Universe has tiny ripples	



DOES IT FIT?  WE WILL KNOW MORE SOON


